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SUBJECT: TENSIONS EASE ON BOUGAINVILLE 

1 . BOTH SECESSIONISTS AND CENTRAL GOVERNMENT HAVE PULLED BACK 
FROM POSTURE OF CONFRONTATION AND BOUGAINVILLE HAS BEEN QUIET 
SINCE FRIDAY. IT APPEARS LIKELY THAT BOTH SIDES SUDDENLY 
REALIZED WHAT CONFRONTATION WAS LEADING TO, AND BECAME 
FRIGHTENED ABOUT THE PROSPECT OF WIDESPREAD VIOLENCE. 

2. PRESS REPORTS INDICATE THAT SIR PAUL LAPUN WAS UNHARMED 
(CONTRARY TO REPORTS GIVEN US BY BOUGAINVILLE COPPER REP) 

AND IS NOW IN CENTRAL GOVERNMENT HANDS. 

3. TWO SOUR NOTES HAVE, HOWEVER, BEEN SOUNDED. FIRST DYNAMITE 
AND DETONATORS HAVE BEEN STOLEN FROM THE BUIN PUBLIC WORKERS 
MAGAZINE, PRESUMABLY BY SECESSIONISTS. REPORTS ON AMOUNT 
STOLEN VARY FROM TEN TO 250 TO SEVERAL THOUSAND STICKS. SECOND, 
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WERE SCHEDULE FOR LAST WEEK TO COINCIDE WITH ARRIVAL OF IBRD 
TEAM IN PORT MORESBY IN ORDER TO DEMONSTRATE THAT SITUATION IN 
PNG IS UNSTABLE. 

COMMENT: IF MOMIS ACTUALLY MADE THIS STATEMENT, IT WILL 
EXACERBATE FEELINGS IN PORT MORESBY AS GPNG VIEWS IBRD MISSION 
AS BEING VERY IMPORTANT TO FINANCIAL FUTURE OF PNG. 

4. SCHEDULE, VENUE AND REPRESENTATIVES OF TWO SIDES AT TALKS 
HAVE NOT BEEN ANNOUNCED. 

OLMSTED 
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